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*Rand article from wiki 


The making and showing of motion pictures became a source of profit almost as soon as the 
process was invented. Upon seeing how successful their new invention, and its product, was 
in their native France, the Lumiéres quickly set about touring the Continent to exhibit the 
first films privately to royalty and publicly to the masses. In each country, they would 
normally add new, local scenes to their catalogue and, quickly enough, found local 
entrepreneurs in the various countries of Europe to buy their equipment and photograph, 
export, import, and screen additional product commercially. The Oberammergau Passion 
Play of 1898citation needed was the first commercial motion picture ever produced. Other 
pictures soon followed, and motion pictures became a separate industry that overshadowed 
the vaudeville world. Dedicated theaters and companies formed specifically to produce and 
distribute films, while motion picture actors became major celebrities and commanded huge 
fees for their performances. By 1917 Charlie Chaplin had a contract that called for an 
annual salary of one million dollars. From 1931 to 1956, film was also the only image 
storage and playback system for television programming until the introduction of videotape 
recorders. 


Technology See also: Cinematic techniques Film stock consists of transparent celluloid, 
acetate, or polyester base coated with an emulsion containing light-sensitive chemicals. 
Cellulose nitrate was the first type of film base used to record motion pictures, but due to its 
flammability was eventually replaced by safer materials. Stock widths and the film format 
for images on the reel have had a rich history, though most large commercial films are still 
shot on and distributed to theaters as 35 mm prints. Originally moving picture film was shot 
and projected at various speeds using hand-cranked cameras and projectors though 1000 


frames per minute. frames is generally cited as a standard silent speed, research indicates 
most films were shot between 16 frames and 23 frames and projected from 18 frames on up 
often reels included instructions on how fast each scene should be shown.13 When sound 
film was introduced in the late 1920s, a constant speed was required for the sound head. 24 
frames per second were chosen because it was the slowest and thus cheapest speed which 
allowed for sufficient sound quality.citation needed Improvements since the late 19th 
century include the mechanization of cameras - allowing them to record at a consistent 
speed, quiet camera design - allowing sound recorded on-set to be usable without requiring 
large blimps to encase the camera, the invention of more sophisticated filmstocks and 
lenses, allowing directors to film in increasingly dim conditions, and the development of 
synchronized sound, allowing sound to be recorded at exactly the same speed as its 
corresponding action. The soundtrack can be recorded separately from shooting the film, 
but for live-action pictures, many parts of the soundtrack are usually recorded 
simultaneously. 


On October 3, after No Time to Die was delayed until April 2021, it was reported that 
Cineworld was considering suspending the operations of all of its cinemas in the UK and 
Ireland, and most US Regal Cinemas indefinitely, citing the lack of tentpole releases as 
impacting its business.186187188 The company confirmed the move on October 5, with 
CEO Mooky Greidinger stating that it was too expensive to continue operating its cinemas 
without a consistent lineup of new releases having initially planned to hold out until No 
Time to Die was released, and argued that the continued closure of cinemas in the state of 
New York has made studios reluctant to release films due to the underperformance of 
Tenet.189 The closures excluded seven Regal locations in California that had recently been 
allowed to reopen.190 
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